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SUBJECT: MRS. PERON DOESN'T POLLOW SCRIPT 

REF: A) BA-7157, B) BA-7116, C) BA-6914, D) BA-6699 
E) BA-6934, F) BA-7159 

1. SUMMARY: MRS. PERON IS TRYING TO RUN SHOW HERSELP AND HAS 
PUT INTERIOR MIN ROBLEDO AND HIS COUNSEL TO ONE SIDE. THIS 
INCREASES LIKELIHOOD THAT MILITARY MIGHT MOVE AGAINST HER BEFORE 
THE END OP THE YEAR UNLESS CIVILIAN/CONSTITUTIONALIST PORCES CAN 
PIND MEANS OP MOVING HER ASIDE AND FIT T ING VACUUM WITH SOMEONE 
ELSE. IMPEACHMENT SEEMS ONLY MEANS OP ACCOMPLISHING THIS AT 
MOMENT AND THEY ARE THUS PRESSING HARD IN CONGRESS ON INVESTIGATION 
OP CORRUPTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. MRS. PERON'S APPOINTMENT OP ANIBAL DEMARCO AS SOCIAL WELPARE 
MIN (SEE REPS A AND B) POINTS UP MORE CLEARLY THAN ANY ACTION 
SINCE HER RETURN THAT SHE IS NOT FOLLOWING THE SCENARIO WRITTEN 
POR HER BY ROBLEDO (SEE REP C). ON THE ONE HAND, ROBLEDO WANTED 
TO GET LUDER OUT OP THE CASA ROSADA (SEE REP D), BUT ON THE OTHER 
REARED THAT HER REASSUMPTION OP THE PRESIDENCY WOULD LEAD TO 
MILITARY INTERVENTION. HENCE, HE APPARENTLY COUNSELED HER 

TO REMAIN ON LEAVE FOR A WHILE LONGER. WHEN SHE INSISTED 
ON RETURNING, HE PELL BACK ON IDEA THAT SHE WOULD RETURN 
ONLY AS A PIGUREHEAD AND ONLY POR A SHORT TIME. HE GAVE THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 07229 031603Z 

MILITARY AND OPPOSITION PARTIES ASSURANCES THAT HE- AND NOT 
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SHE-WOULD BE IN CONTROL AND WOULD BRING ABOUT A NEW, HONEST 
AND EFFECTIVE APPROACH TO GOVT (SEE REF C). 

3. MILITARY AND UCR WERE NOT SANGUINE REGARDING ROBLEDO'S 
ASSURANCES, AND, IN THE EVENT, THEIR SKEPTICISM HAS PROVED 
WELL FOUNDED. HOWEVER WELL-MEANING WAS ROBLEDO, MRS. PERON 
CLEARLY HAS NO INTENTION OF HONORING HIS ASSURANCES. SHE 
RETURNED, IMMEDIATELY QUARRELED WITH BOTH LUDER AND ROBLEDO 
(SEE REF E) AND THREATENED TO APPOINT JULIO GONZALEZ TO REPLACE 
ROBLEDO AS INTERIOR MIN* ON OCT 17, SHE READ SPEECH WRITTEN 

BY ROBLEDO, BUT, WITH EXCEPTION OF LUDER, WAS SURROUNDED ON 
BALCONY BY EXTREME VERTICALISTAS SUCH AS VAZQUEZ, GOV CARLOS 
MENEM OF LA RIOJA AND ESTER EADUL DE SOBRINO (WHO LOOKED AND 
ACTED LIKE LOPEZ REGA WITH A DRESS ON). ROBLEDO WAS NOT ON 
THE BALCONY WITH HER. SOURCE WHO WAS AT CASA ROSADA REPORTS 
ROBLEDO WAS PRESENT BUT REMAINED INDOORS. SINCE THAT POINT, 

HIS POSITION HAS VISIBLY DECLINED. MRS. PERON HAS TURNED FOR 
ADVICE NOT TO HIM BUT TO VAZQUEZ, GONZALEZ (WHOM SHE HAS 
REAPPOINTED AS HER PRIVATE SECRETARY), AND TO SOME EXTENT 
TO VERTICALISTA LABOR LEADER LOREANZO MIGUEL. DEMARCO'S 
WIEE, MOREOVER, HAS BECOME HER CONSTANT COMPANION. AS ONE 
ANTIVERTICALISTA SOURCE PUT IT: "THOSE WITH WHOM SHE HAS 
SURROUNDED HERSELF ARE CLEAR INDICATION THAT MRS. PERON 
IS FOLLOWING UNSWERVINGLY THE SAME OLD LOPEZREGUISTA LINE. 

IT IS QUIXOTIC TO EXPECT HER TO CHANGE." 

4. THIS IS CLEAR, TOO, IN STYLE OF GOVERNMENT SINCE HER 
RETURN. SHE PROMISED CHANGE BUT THERE HAS BEEN NONE. LUDER 
HAD TRIED TO REKINDLE SPIRIT OF CONSENSUS DURING HIS BRIBE 
TENURE, AND ROBLEDO HAD GIVEN ASSURANCES THAT THIS WOULD BE 
CONTINUED AFTER HER RETURN. INDEED, MRS. PERON CALLED FOR 
DIALOGUE WITH OTHER PARTIES AND RECONCILIATION WITHIN PERONIST 
MOVEMENT IN HER OCT 17 SPEECH (WRITTEN BY ROBLEDO). HER ACTIONS 
SINCE THEN, HOWEVER, HAVE ALL BEEN IN THE OTHER DIRECTION. 

CASE AGAINST CALABRO IS BEING PUSHED. DOUBTLESS WITH HER 
APPROVAL, MOREOVER, LORENZO MIGUEL BROUGHT ABOUT EXPULSION 
(PROBABLY ILLEGALLY) OF ZORILA AND RUBEO (CALABRO SUPPORTERS) 
FROM LEADERSHIP OF MEAT WORKERS UNION (SEE REF F). ELECTION 

OF VERTICALISTAS TO HEAD FREJULI BLOC WAS RAMMED THROUGH AGAINST 
WILL OE MAJORITY IN CHAMBER. AND RATHER THAN BEING INVITED TO 
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DIALOGUE, OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE BEING THREATENED. UCR, PRC 

AND INTRANSIGENTE HEADQUARTERS IN CORDOBA HAVE ALL BEEN BOMBED 

DURING PAST WEEK. AS ONE HIGH-RANKING UCR SOURCE COMMENTED: 

"MRS. PERON TALKS ABOUT DIALOGUE, BUT AT SAME TIME HOME OF 
SEN ANGELOZ, UCR LEADER IN CORDOBA, IS BLOWN UP. WE HAVE NO 
DOUBT THAT THIS WAS WORK OF RIGHT-WING/LOPEZ REGUISTAS 
RESPONSIVE TO MRS. PERON. IF LEFT TO HER, THERE WOULD NEVER 
BE DIALOGUE; RATHER, AAA WOULD AGAIN BE GIVEN CARTE BLANCHE 
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AND LOPEZ REGA BROUGHT BACK FROM SPAIN." 

5. IN EFEECT, THEN, VIABLE OPTIONS APPEAR TO BE BLOCKED. 

MRS. PERON APPARENTLY HAS NO INTENTION AT THIS TIME OF RESIGNING, 
ACCEPTING FIGUREHEAD ROLE OR CHANGING STYLE OF GOVT. ON CONTRARY, 
WELL INFORMED SOURCES INDICATE VAZQUEZ AND GONZALEZ HAVE CON- 
VINCED HER THAT SHE MUST ASSERT HERSELF IF SHE IS TO RULE. 

THE UNWISE AND UNEORTUNATE APPOINTMENT OF DEMARCO IS AN EXAMPLE 
OF HER ASSERTIVENESS. 

6. THUS, CONCLUSIONS INDICATED IN REE D-I.E. THAT IF SHE 
REASSUMED PRESIDENCY AND TRIED TO RUN THINGS HERSELF, COUP 
BEFORE END OF YEAR WOULD BE LIKELY-ARE NOW OPERATIVE. ANTI- 
VERTICALISTAS AND UCR WANT ALMOST DESPERATELY TO GET RID OF 
MRS. PERON, BUT AT SAME TIME THEY DO WANT TO PRESERVE 
CONSTITUTIONALISM AND GET THROUGH TO ELECTIONS; HENCE, THEY 
DO NOT WANT A COUP. ON CONTRARY, THEY WANT TO GET RID OF 
HER IN ORDER TO PREVENT A COUP. INCREASINGLY, THEY ARE 
REACHING ONCLUSION THAT ONLY WAY THEY CAN DO THAT IS THROUGH 
IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS. ACCORDINGLY, THIS WEEK THEY BEGAN TO 
PURSUE ON URGENT BASIS IN CONGRESS MATTER OF FULL INVESTIGATION 
OF MANAGEMENT FUNDS SOCIAL WELFARE AND CRUZADA JUSTICIALISTA 
(SEE SEPTEL). ONE HIGH-RANKING UCR SOURCE TOLD EMBOFFS THAT 

HIS PARTY INTENDED TO CARRY MATTER ALL THE WAY TO IMPEACHMENT 
OR WITHDRAW FROM COMMITTEE. 

7. WHETHER MRS. PERON'S ENEMIES COULD ACTUALLY GET NECESSARY 
TWO-THIRDS TO EXPEL HER EROM PRESIDENCY THROUGH IMPEACHMENT 
IS DOUBTFUL. HOWEVER, MANY OF THEM ARE CONVINCED THAT 
THERE IS SO MUCH EVIDENCE OF MALFEASANCE ON PART MRS. PERON 
AND HER COTERIE OE LOPEZ REGA SUPPORTERS THAT IE INVESTI- 
GATION IS PRESSED AND GIVEN PUBLIC ATTENTION (AND, INDEED, 
CORRUPTION HAS ALREADY BECOME FRONT-PAGE ISSUE IN MOST MAJOR 
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NEWSPAPERS), SCANDAL AND EMBARRASSMENT WOULD BE SUFFICIENT 
TO FORCE HER RESIGNATION. THAT MRS. PERON HERSELF IS WORRIED 
IS SHOWN BY MOVE NOW AEOOT AMONG SOME VERTICALISTAS MOST 
LOYAL TO HER IN CONGRESS TO DISSOLVE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 

IF SHE DOES IN FACT DISSOLVE IT, HOWEVER, THAT WOULD BE SEEN 
AS VIRTUAL ADMISSION OF GUILT AND MIGHT SIMPLY DEEPEN MILITARY 
MISGIVINGS. 

8. IN SUM, ALL EMBASSY'S PREVIOUS ONCLUSIONS CONCERNING 
MRS. PERON'S UNVIABILITY REMAIN ACTIVE. INDEED, THEY ARE 
ACCENTUATED BY HER CONDUCT SINCE RESUMING EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY. 
IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS THEMSELVES, HOWEVER, MIGHT HAVE RESULT 
OF STAYING MILITARY HAND, AT LEAST EOR TIME BEING. AT THE 

VERY LEAST, POSSIBILITY OF SUCH PROCEEDINGS WOULD STRENGHEN 
ARGUMENT OF THOSE IN ARMED FORCES WHO CONTINUE TO SEEK A 
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CONSTITUTIONAL SOLUTION IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 

HILL 
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